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September 27, 2007

The Honorable Nita Lowey

Chairwoman

Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations and
Related Programs

Foom HB-26, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Lowey:

We, the undersigned members of the Basic Education Coalition, commend you for your
outstanding efforts to increase the U.S. commitment to international basic education. Because
of your leadership, basic education has truly become a leading priority of U.S. foreign
assistance,

As you head into conference on the FY0S State, Foreign Operations Appropriations bill, we
support you in your efforts to maintain the House passed level of $750 million for basic
education. We appreciate your recognition of the need to increase U.S. resources so that all of
the world’s children can receive a quality, basic education. At the same time, we also
recognize the many funding challenges that must be addressed in conference, and the need to
ensure this increase in education does not come at the expense of meeting other vital needs of
children to be funded in this bill.

We strongly believe, as you do, that basic education 1s one of the best investments that the
United States can make in the developing world. It has a profound impact on the future of
individual children, their families, communities and nations. A population that can read, write
and think critically is far more likely to achieve democracy, economic growth, and improved
health. Schools provide security and a sense of normalcy for children in emergency and
conflict situations, and help to reintegrate children returning home after conflict. Education
saves lives. Educated children are less likely to contract HIV/AIDS and other deadly
diseases.

For these and many other reasons, the increase in spending for basic education approved by
the House is strongly justified. There are still approximately 77 million children who are not
in school, three-fifths of whom are girls. Over half of all out-of-school children are in
countries affected by conflict, and are often the hardest to reach. And while we are making
progress at getting children in school, tens of millions of them are dropping out before fifth
grade; many more are receiving a very poor quality education.

Final Congressional approval of this increase will mean that many more children around the
world will be able to receive a quality basic education and the promise of a better life. We
look forward to continuing to work with you. Thank you again for your tireless efforts and
leadership on this critical issue.

Sincerely,

(Vb A

Stephen F. Moseley Charles MacCormack
Board Chair Vice Chair

Basic Education Coalition Basic Education Coalition
President and CEO President

Academy for Educational Development Save the Children
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President
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